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GENERAL NOTES
LASIURUS BLOSSEVILLII (CHIROPTERA: VESPERTILIONIDAE)
IN TEXAS
HUGH H. GENOWAYS AND ROBERT J. BAKER
University of Nebraska State Museum. University of Nebraska-Lincoln,
Lincoln, Nebraska 68588, and The Museum and Department of Biological Sciences,
Texas Tech University, Lubbock, Texas 79409.
A bat netted in the ZH Canyon in the Sierra Vieja Mountains, 9 mi. W Valentine,
Presidio Co., Texas, appears to be the first record of the western red bat (Lasiurus
blossevillii teliotis) from the state of Texas. The specimen is an adult female that was taken
on the night of 15 July 1969 by T. R. Mollhagen. The vegetation in ZH Canyon is typical
low desert scrub but permanent water is present. Nets were placed in such positions as to
catch bats attempting to drink at this water source.
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TABLE I. Forearm and cranial measurements of Lasiurus blossevillii teliotis and Lasiurus
borealis.
No. Museum Sex Locality
Lasiurus blossevillii teliotis
9184 TTU F Texas: Presidio Co., [38.8)
Sierra vieja, ZH Canyon,
9 mi. W Valentine
10249 TTU F Mexico: Tamaulipas, 67 km.
S Cd. Victoria 41.7
11490 TTU F Arizona: Cochise Co., 2 mi. S 39.8
jet. roads to Portal,
San Simon, and Paradise
12.5
12.3
12.5
9.0
8.9
9.1
4.1
4.1
4.0
7.7
7.5
7.5
4.2
4.1
4.1
5.9
5.8
5.9
11491 TTU
Lasiurus borealis
9164 TTU
37538 TTU
39332 TTU
39333 TTU
40411 TTU
39331 TTU
37217 TTU
34517 TTU
F
F Texas: Jeff Davis Co., Davis
Mts., 8 mi. S jet.
Hwys. 166 and 118
F Texas: Lubbock Co.,
Lubbock
F Texas: Kimble Co., 5 mi. S
TTU Center at Junction
F
F
F
F Texas: Kimble Co., TTU
Center at Junction
F Texas: Kimble Co., 17 mi.
SE Junction
41.3
39.0
41.6
39.7
39.0
40.6
40.9
42.0
40.4
12.7
13.6
14.0
13.7
13.8
14.0
14.0
14.0
14.1
9.2
10.0
10.0
10.1
10.0
10.3
10.5
10.2
4.3
4.3
4.3
4.3
4.1
4.3
4.4
4.1
4.0
7.6
8.0
8.4
8.1
8.1
8.4
8.6
8.4
8.2
4.3
4.7
4.7
4.8
4.8
4.7
4.8
4.8
4.7
5.9
6.4
6.5
6.7
6.4
6.7
6.5
6.6
6.6
The western and eastern red bats had been considered to be a single species until the
recent work of Baker et al. (1988) demonstrated their specific distinctness. Our specimen
possesses the rusty-red dorsal pelage that lacks the frosted appearance, because of the
absence of white-tipped hairs, that is present in the eastern red bat. The posterior third of
the uropatagium of our specimen is only sparsely haired as is characteristic of L. blossevillii
(Bogan and Williams, 1970). As shown by Schmidly and Hendricks (1984), L. blossevillii is
significantly smaller than L. borealis in most cranial measurements. The specimen from the
Sierra Vieja falls below the range of variation in five of six cranial measurements as
compared to eight females of L. borealis from western Texas (Table I). It matches almost
exactly the measurements of two specimens of L. blossevillii examined from southeastern
Arizona and one from southern Tamaulipas (Table I); see also measurements in Schmidly
and Hendricks (1984).
The primary significance of the specimen from the Sierra Vieja is that it brings L.
blossevillii and L. borealis into potential sympatry. Specimens of L. borealis have been
reported from northwestern Chihuahua (Bogan and Williams, 1970; Anderson, 1972), EI
Paso County, Texas (Jones and Lee, 1962), and the Chisos Mountains, Brewster Co., Texas
(Anderson, 1972), and we agree with the assignment of these specimens based upon their
published measurements. This gives a broad area of potential overlap between the
geographic ranges of the two species in northern Chihuahua and western Texas. The
specimen that is geographically nearest the one from Sierra Vieja is from the Davis
Mountains (TTU 9164), about 50 miles to the east. Note the difference in cranial
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measurements of these two specimens in Table I. Clearly, in the specimens available to us
from western Texas, there is no indication of intergradation or hybridization between the
eastern and western red bats.
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